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Greetings from the USCG VRP Staff: 
 
This document is being published in an effort to keep the maritime industry informed of changes 
within the VRP Program and to demonstrate our commitment to continuous improvement and 
quality customer service. 

 

Annual plan review:  In 
accordance with 33 CFR 151.28 
and 155.1070(a)(1) through (3), 
each IMO shipboard Oil Pollution 
Emergency Plan (SOPEP) and 
Tank Vessel Response Plan 
(TRVP) must be reviewed within 
one month of the anniversary 
date of CG approval of those 
plans. The results of the annual 
review should be sent to us for 
inclusion in your plan. 
 
 For IMO plans, if no revisions 
are necessary, a statement 
indicating that no changes were 
found or needed should be 
submitted. 
 
 Any plan revisions should 
accompany the cover letter or 
Application for Approval / 
Revision of Vessel Pollution 
Response Plans (CG-6083).  
This application includes the 
required statement certifying the 
plan has been reviewed and the 
Oil Spill Recovery Organization 
(OSRO) is ensured through 
contract or other approved 
means.  For your convenience 
and to help expedite the review 
process, please use the 
application form, which can be 
found on our website:  
http://www.uscg.mil/vrp/news/application
.shtml  
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Oil Spill Removal 
Organization Update   pg 5 
 
Vessel Names  
and VINS        pg 5 

In accordance with Title 33, 
United States Code (U.S.C.) 
1321 (j)(5)(D), nontank vessels 
are issued two year interim 
operating authorizations for 
submitted plans that meet the 
minimum requirements outlined 
in 33 U.S.C. 1321(j)(5)(D).  
Navigation and Inspection 
Circular (NVIC) 01-05 CH-1 
provides guidance on the 
development of nontank vessel 
response plans (NTVRP) as 
required by 33 U.S.C. 1321(j). 
 
Nontank vessels may continue to 
operate under interim operating 
authority until the two-year  
authorization expires or until the 
Final Rule for Nontank Vessel 
Response Plans is promulgated, 
whichever comes first. In the 
event that the two year interim 
operating authorization expires 
prior to the Final Rule for 
Nontank Vessel Response Plans 
being promulgated, plan holders 
may request another two year 
interim operating authorization by 
recertifying that their nontank 
vessel response plan meets the 
requirements of 33 U.S.C. 1321 
(j) (5) as amended by the Coast 
Guard and Maritime 
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Transportation Act of 2004, and 
that the information contained in 
the plan is accurate. The above-
mentioned certification statement 
should be signed indicating that 
you, as the vessel owner or 
operator, have ensured by 
contract or other means 
approved by the USCG, the 
availability of private personnel 
and equipment necessary to 
respond, to the maximum extent 
practicable, to a worst case 
discharge or a substantial threat 
of such a discharge. This 
certification should be submitted, 
no earlier than six months prior to 
the expiration date. 

Recertification documents may 
also be submitted by FAX to 202-
372-1921 (less than or equal to 
15 pages per week) or by email 
to vrp@uscg.mil (less than 1.5 
megabytes.) 

All written correspondence, 
including plans / revisions, 
must be sent to the following 
mailing address: 
 
Commandant (CG-3PCV-1) 

 
Ensure there is a legible 
signature on recertification 
documents. 

ATTN: VRP Review Staff  
2100 2nd Street SW, Rm 2100  
Washington, DC 20593-0001  
 

 
Plan holders may download the 
Application for Approval / 
Revision of Vessel Pollution 
Response Plans (CG-6083) 
from our website: 
http://www.uscg.mil/vrp/news/application
.shtml  

 
At the present time, the VRP staff 
is composed of the following 
personnel: 

 
LCDR Robert L. Smith 
LT Xochitl Castaneda 
OSC Wendy Henry 

   MST2 Matthew Ferraro 
Plan holders may use the 
optional Application for 
Approval / Revision of Vessel 
Pollution Response Plans (CG-
6083), to request recertification of 
their nontank vessel response 
plans. When submitted properly, 
this application meets the 
requirement for a Nontank  
Vessel Response Plan 
certification statement as 
required by Title 33, United 
States Code (U.S.C.), Section 
1321 (j)(5) as amended by the 
Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Act of 2004. This 
application may be submitted 
with any required revisions to the 
mailing address in the upper 
right-hand corner of this page. 

 Mr. Roy E. Starkey III 
Industry VRP correspondence:  
The USCG VRP review program 
needs your assistance to ensure 
your correspondence is delivered 
in a timely basis. 

Mr. Rich Musto 
Ms. Jennifer Heinonen 
Ms. Vicki Grafton 
Mr. David Gibson 
 

 Let us know how we are doing! 
Please take our Customer 
Satisfaction Survey at   
http://www.e-vrp.com/survey/  

 
• For fast service E-mail 

us at vrp@uscg.mil; 
  
 SPECIAL NOTE: Mr. Ernesto 

Montijo and LT Eric Bauer have 
retired and are no longer with our 
office.  Please change your 
mailing labels to read LT Xochitl 
Castaneda, Room 2100 at (202) 
372-1225.  

• To check the status of 
your plan, call (202) 372-
1209; 

 
 

• During normal business 
hours, call the Help Desk 
at (202) 372-1229; we are 
available to assist you 
Monday-Friday 8:00am – 
4:00pm EST;   

 

 
To ensure Coast Guard receipt of 
your plan or revisions it is 
suggested that items be sent via 
a trackable courier or the Postal 
Service's Registered Mail system. 

 
For routine questions, check the 
FAQ section of our website at  
http://www.uscg.mil/vrp/faq/faq.sh
tml
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Delinquent Plans:  Please ensure that you resubmit your plans within the mandated regulatory time frames 
or your vessels and company could face delays in approval and be subject to enforcement, operational 
controls or civil penalty action.  The VRP review staff monitors all plans that are expiring or have out-of-date 
contact information.  We enter information on these vessels in the USCG Marine Information for Safety and 
Law Enforcement (MISLE) database and place delinquent plans on an inactive status.  Once a plan is found 
to be out of compliance with applicable regulations, it is subject to USCG enforcement action, such as a 
STOP OPERATIONS order/letter at the USCG’s discretion and documentation of noncompliance in the 
MISLE system.  Don’t let this costly mistake happen to you.  Your vessel may not be able to continue 
operations upon the navigable waters of the United States! 
 

 
Late Notices you Could Receive From the US Coast Guard 
Overdue Resubmission Letter  If you receive this letter, your plan’s resubmission is already 30 days 

late so you will need to resubmit quickly in order to avoid any 
interruption in operations.  Lack of action on your part can greatly 
delay the review and approval process. 

Overdue Revisions Letter You have 30 days to respond to a revision letter.  Taking longer could 
prevent timely approval of your plan and may impact vessel 
operations. 

Stop Operations Letter  Vessels are not authorized to operate while this order is in effect.   
 
 
Submission Schedules:  In accordance with 33 CFR 151.27 and 33 CFR 155.1065 each new TVRP and 
SOPEP should be submitted:  90 days prior to planned operations for SOPEPs; and 60 day prior to planned 
operations for TVRPs.  For adding a COTP zone or a vessel to an existing plan allow 30 days prior to 
planned operations as per 33 CFR 155.1070 and 33 CFR 151.28.  Annual reviews of both VRPs and 
SOPEPs should be submitted with in 30 days (on either side) of the anniversary of the plan approval date; 
The 5 year plan review and certification must be submitted 180 days prior to the expiration date of each 
plan; At the 5 month mark the USCG will send an over due letter stating and reminding the PH and PP that 
their plan is 30 days late for the 5 year re-certification/approval.  Late submissions can take up to 180 days 
to be approved and or found deficient. Lack of action on your part can greatly delay the review and approval 
process. 
*Note: We utilize the same submission schedule for nontank VRPs as for Tank VRPs; and the same 
submission schedule for Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan (SMPEP) as for SOPEPs 
 
   
Type of Plan, Revision or Review  
New Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan (SOPEP)  90 days 
New Shipboard Marine Pollution Emergency Plan (SMPEP) 90 days 
New Tank Vessel Response Plan (TVRP)  60 days 
Adding a new GSA (COTP/Sector) to an existing approved tank plan 30 days 
Adding a vessel to an existing approved plan.   30 days 
Other required revisions 30 days 
Annual review of approved plans 30 days 
Resubmission and re-certification (plans are valid for 5 years for tank plans 
and 2 years for nontank plans.) 

180 days 
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Best Practices:   We are 
constantly looking for ways to 
improve the plan submission 
and review process and reduce 
the number of mistakes that 
cause delays in plan review 
and approval.  The following 
list is presented to aid plan 
holders (PH) and plan 
preparers (PP):   
 
a. Ensure plan number and 
plan holder name are correct 
for the particular plan and 
include the plan number on all 
submissions. 
 
b. Added vessel requests must 
be accompanied by a diagram 
showing a birds’ eye view of all 
tank locations.  Please note all 
entries in tank location and 
capacity must be in English.  
 
c. Ensure PH and PP contact 
information is correct and up to 
date (e-mail address, Fax #, 
mailing address and contact 
telephone #). 
 
d. Changes in qualified 
individual and alternate 
qualified individual (QI and 
AQI) need to include correct 
24/7 emergency contact 
information. 
 
e. Do not include vessels that 
were previously deleted from 
the plan in new revisions 
unless the vessels are to be 
placed back in operational 
status.  If vessels are to be 
placed in operational status, 
please indicate the same in 
your added vessel request and 

make sure to include the COTP 
Zone(s) these new or added 
vessels will operate in.  
  
f. Ensure listed OSRO is 
qualified to operate in the 
COTP Zone(s) that the vessels 
will be operating in, and ensure 
the OSRO is classified to 
operate in the operating 
environments your vessel(s) 
will operate in (rivers and 
canals, inland, near shore, 
offshore, open oceans, Great 
Lakes). 
 
g. Establish a quality control 
system that reviews past 
deficiency letters to ensure that 
the same deficiencies are not 
repeated in new submissions 
and added vessel requests. 
 
h. Cross-references in 
submitted plans and changes 
continue to be an issue in the 
review process.  The PH and 
PP should ensure cross-
references are accurate and 
convey the necessary 
information. 
 
i. Separate specific procedures 
for the crew to mitigate or 
prevent a discharge of oil in the 
event of each type of casualty 
continue to delay SOPEP 
approvals. PH and PP need to 
ensure that the plan includes a 
separate subsection for each 
casualty detailing the 
necessary procedures. In 
addition, each subsection must 
include shipboard personnel 
duty assignments of all the 
personnel associated with the 

vessel’s operations. Reference 
to a station bill or stating that 
the crew will muster for each 
casualty will satisfy the 
requirement. 
 
j. When submitting a vessel 
name change, please include 
the vessel’s official or IMO 
number.  There is nothing 
which prohibits two vessels 
from having the same name; 
however, when this occurs, the 
VIN or official number becomes 
crucial to properly identifying 
and listing the vessel. 
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Oil Spill Recovery 
Organization (OSRO) 
Updates:   
 

• Upcoming Changes in 
COTP Authority: 

 
The reorganization of USCG 
field units and COTP 
authorities has created many 
questions from VRP plan 
holders and plan preparers. 
This summer we expect 33 
CFR Part 3 to be updated to 
reflect the new USCG COTP 
zone boundaries due to the 
introduction of a Sector 
Commander. After 33 CFR 
Part 3 is updated, PHs and 
PPs will have up to one year as 
part of their first submitted 
revision or as part of their 
required annual review, to 
revise their VRP GSAs in line 
with 33 CFR Part 3. 
 

• Use of State Mandated 
Cooperatives and 
Umbrella Plans:  

 
We have noted a recent 
consolidation of some OSROs 
into one primary or umbrella 
organizations.  Please note if 
you list the umbrella 
organization as the OSRO you 
must list or state the 
relationship between the 
specific OSRO and the 
umbrella organization. 
Additionally, some PHs & PPs 
have submitted their 
participation in State mandated 
cooperatives as evidence of 
ensuring the availability of 
required response resources 

by contract or other means as 
defined in 33 CFR 155.1020. 
For the purposes of these state 
sponsored systems, such as, 
Washington State Maritime 
Cooperative (WSMC) and 
Alaska’s Response Planning 
Facilitators (RPF) please note, 
the vessels that are enrolled in 
these State cooperatives may 
comply with 33 CFR 155.1020 
(Definition of Contract or other 
approved means) or 33 USC 
1321(j)(5)(D) (for NTVRPs) if 
they adequately describe in 
their VRP the contractual 
arrangement between the 
planholder, plan preparer, 
State cooperative and the 
OSRO.  The VRP/NTVRP must 
specifically state or the 
cooperative must provide a 
certified statement that the 
planholder and its vessels have 
active membership with the 
resource provider and that the 
resource provider has identified 
specified personnel and 
equipment required by 33 CFR 
155 Subpart D, E, F, G that are 
available to respond to a 
discharge within stipulated 
response times in the specified 
geographic areas.   
 
Vessel names and VINS:  
When submitting a vessel 
name change, please include 
the vessel official or IMO 
number.  There are no rules 
prohibiting two vessels with the 
same name; however when it 
happens, the VIN or official 
number become crucial in 
properly identifying and listed 
vessel.   

 
Spills are costly … Thank 
you for your hard work, 
helping to keep the 
environment clean! 
      

                            

Top:  Containment boom in the 
Calcasieu River, LA 
 

Bottom:  Unidentified capsized vessel 
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